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SUBJECT: COMPREHENSIVE STUDENT ATTENDANCE POLICY

OVERVIEW

It is the goal of Orange-Ulster BOCES to ensure that each student attend school the
maximum number of days possible, and to afford each student the opportunity to meet
his/her potential. The attendance regulations which follow are intended to be constructive
rather than punitive. The intent is to encourage each student to attend all classes in orderto -
achieve their maximum potential in school. The Orange-Ulster BOCES is committed to
creating and maintaining a positive school building culture by fostering a positive physical
and psychological environment where the presence of strong adult role models encourages
respectful and nurturing interactions between adults and students. This positive school
culture is aimed at encouraging a high level of student bonding to the school which in tum
should lead to increased attendance.

PURPOSE

Good attendance and class participation are essential ingredients for academic and vocational
success. Any absence from class is detrimental to the ieaiuing process. Classroom lessons
foster and require social interaction, development of effective communication skills, and
critical thinking in addition to subject mastery. Textbook or make-up assignments are not
an adequate substitute for classroom attendance and participation.

In order to achieve educational goals and to maintain a true learning environment, students
must attend their classes. School attendance is both aright and a responsibility. The Orange-
Ulster BOCES is an active partner with students and parents in the task of ensuring that all
students meet or exceed the New York Sate Leaming Standards:

a. to increase school completion for all students;
to raise student achievement and close gaps in student performance;

c. to identify attendance patterns in order to design attendance improvement
efforts; and

d. to verify that individual students are complying with education laws relating

to compulsory attendance.
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ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

L

Applicability

All students of compulsory education age must attend school. Legal school age and
legal residence are determined by the Board of Education in accordance with state
requirements as set forth in New York State Education Law § 3202, 3205 to 3208,
3209 to 3210, and 8 NYCRR § 100.2.

Guidelines
The Orange-Ulster BOCES recognizes an 1mporlant relationship between class

participation and class performance. Students are expected to attend all scheduled
classes. Consistent with the importance of classroom participation, unexcused student

absences, tardiness and early departures will affect a student’s grade, including credit '

for classroom participation, for the marking period. Consequently, each teacher will
consider classroom participation as well as the student’s performance on homework,
tests, papers, and projects, et When a student is absent, with or without an excuse,
he/she misses the opportunity for class participation. Any absence from class, that is
not made up, will result in a loss of points from the student’s class participation grade
unless éxtenuating circumstances can be presented.

A.  Minimum Attendance Rule
All registered students are expccted to attend all classes as scheduled. Any
student who exceeds the maximum number of absences set forth by the
BOCES and/or home-school district AND does not make-up assigned work,
pursuant to section II (C), may not be recommended to receive credit by the
BOCES.

B. Absences

1. Absences counted under the attendance/grading policy include:






